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Writing

Response to Informational Text

The passage used in this prompt is taken from Measure Twice, Cut Once—Lessons
From a Master Carpenter (pp. 9—11) by Norm Abram (1996, Little, Brown and Company,
New York, ISBN 0-316-00494-4). Due to copyright restrictions, we are unable to reprint
the passage in this document.

In the passage, Abrams describes how he learned carpentry skills by working with his
father as a teenager. Abrams’s introduction to carpentry was gradual, depending largely
upon observation and experimentation. He was hired to work on the crew that his father
supervised, but he was not given special treatment. Abrams progressed from being a
carpenter’s helper to handling solo projects. He thinks the way he learned carpentry
helped him develop an attitude of pride and discipline in his work.

What do you think of the way Norm Abram learned his skills? How does it compare with the way
you learn? Use details from the passage to support your response.




Use the questions in the box below to organize your writing. You can answer the questions before you
write to plan your response or after you write to check your response. At this grade level, your answers
will not be included as part of your score.

Planning/Review Box Questions

@ What is the focus/controlling idea of your response?

@ What are the supporting details/references to the text in your response?

€ How does your response connect the text to the broader world?

A complete response to the prompt will include

* a clear purpose/focus;

* coherent organization;

e  details/elaboration;

e well-chosen language and a variety
of sentence structures; and

control of conventions.

@ What do you think of the way Norm Abram learned his skills? How does it compare with the way
you learn? Use details from the passage to support your response.



Grade 11 Writing Released Item Information

Released Item Number 1
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Working

Writing in Response to Informational Text

The passage used in this prompt is taken from Measure Twice, Cut Once—Lessons
From a Master Carpenter (pp. 9—11) by Norm Abram (1996, Little, Brown and Company,
New York, ISBN 0-316-00494-4). Due to copyright restrictions, we are unable to reprint
the passage in this document.

In the passage, Abrams describes how he learned carpentry skills by working with his
father as a teenager. Abrams’s introduction to carpentry was gradual, depending largely
upon observation and experimentation. He was hired to work on the crew that his father
supervised, but he was not given special treatment. Abrams progressed from being a
carpenter’s helper to handling solo projects. He thinks the way he learned carpentry
helped him develop an attitude of pride and discipline in his work.

Planning/Review Box Questions

@ \What is the focus/controlling idea of your response?

@ What are the supporting details/references to the text in your response?

€ How does your response connect the text to the broader world?

@ \What do you think of the way Norm Abram learned his skills? How does it compare with the way
you learn? Use details from the passage to support your response.



NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

10.1.1

10.1.3

10.1.4

10.1 Structures of Language
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using varied
sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by recognizing
organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by applying a format
and text structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context

10.2.1

10.2.3

10.2 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text
Showing Understanding of Ideas in Text

In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/concepts by
selecting and summarizing key ideas to set context, appropriate to audience

In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/concepts by
connecting what has been read (plot/ideas/concepts) to prior knowledge, other texts, or the broader world of
ideas, by referring to and explaining relevant ideas or themes

10.3.1

10.3.2

10.3.3

10.3.4

10.3 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text
Making Analytical Judgments about Text

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about

text by establishing an interpretive claim/assertion in the form of a thesis (purpose), when responding to a
given prompt
In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about text

by making inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events, characters, setting, theme, or author’s
craft

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about
text by using specific details and references to text or relevant citations to support thesis, interpretations, or
conclusions

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about text
by organizing ideas, using transitional words/phrases and drawing a conclusion by synthesizing information
(e.g., demonstrate a connection to the broader world of ideas)

10.9.1

10.9.4

10.9.5

10.9 Writing Conventions
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by applying
rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by applying
appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by applying
conventional and word-derivative spelling patterns/rules
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Scoring Guide*:

Score

Description

* Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly
stated purpose focuses the writing

* Intentionally organized for effect

* Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports
purpose

e Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

* Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

* Well-organized and coherent throughout

¢ Details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently/purposefully
elaborated

* Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance
meaning

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

* Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
e Generally organized and coherent

e Details are generally relevant and appropriately developed

* Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* May have some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

e Writing has a general purpose

* Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

e Some relevant details support purpose

* Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence
structures

* May have some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

* Attempted or vague purpose

* Attempted organization; lapses in coherence

* Generalized, listed, or undeveloped details

* May lack sentence control or may use language poorly

e May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with
meaning

Minimal evidence of purpose

Little or no organization

Minimal or random information

Rudimentary or deficient use of language

May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with
meaning

0

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response

*At this grade level,

answers to the Planning/Review Box questions are not included as part of the student’s score.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6

by learn the posics  Howewtr pnce \ym' hove o selid Knuded
of Y bosics n _edp_cgilon, evtry sfudent s different in e
of i Jogininy styleS. Some shdenk are handson \epiess,

ofkts gre yivgl | ond oihgS ore eutn uuAnLnry, Not -
ewryone regpy the same borw Gt from o thirty minu ke
explons tovy pmgerpoghl' o5 fom o |ob ﬂ?cwmcnf .
Therefore projackd lewls W succesn con mok solely be
defomined by whihar yov'e o shaht B shdea
r 6h '[\J\] 1{_@3&( qlndU_@ il Kﬂbhﬂ?dgt ond uuul( elhic
chp_end) on ﬂu mdjw\u&' S*\L&(If r,gn_d thr \fonpng netth-
Some shlentr absorb iofrmeYon ot ja o
hands - e |eql'nir,9 enviccnpant- hs melbed s eXemp hind
by No Pbiom's shpy cbeut his beqinings ap & cavpertler.
Nom didn'} qs o cChl h_r_wge_nhy, put ths Jock of
brwel educahon Aid net fieder him whatroever i becomug
o M\LQ%JLQ _(M?gn}}g. Guided by e motves of
‘inhifon ond curiosihy * Norm learned Wis sKille Aom bey
wwmmpsed o e Aol ) o young aqe. A perped ol
selt teacher,  Novm wos " newr |ocured ™ wih ‘Lms
is how +o use o soreudnver ! Norm qat'ntcl wluthle eYpennes
by being placed dwedly 10 Yhe WoKferce. Beawse of Y
hands-on , or Kinesthehe dachad | wsheks - s proboble that

5



NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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* Writing has a clear purpose and focus with control of ideas throughout.
* Writing is organized and coherent.




NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5

PLANNING/REVIEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5

MQU}\ J.!i&___ I"_\Q:'- ene Gdipata <« e bho

L\l BENETH x.wrh{j, Czomgrm& o pna. He gﬂ:.t.\.. P edoyné

Ms_r wLAH- L5S ﬂm}, op'/g Qq,.‘g__r_t S %_st‘,
T\m.\s, (oeem drivere ond 4l Chrigh mas Fret S,
[7& ( lwgs _b_@_}ﬁﬂw_&&'j_ tools end hig foilut

ot helpd N e Welope soch cHrony dduton
FrL ey (_(,g{_n}::j o b ',%'ca, When be cntend He cork fon
he  tas modl bettr 066 Hon T Loy, Cipen brogk T
e e .. o . Fhen Aiem.
The Jjob T okt Lasad Nc«r-‘; as C(G-MJ-:;.
as hiy was ctbe, e mostly b/ pranial deoag, atd
He b bk (cqureng g Jools ‘;‘.J'u{hPUM.L

Cw'_;lr (Magire vpd b {:c' A (_a‘f“f‘" & w(-u't Mk w}
(LI {/v" Nt-L o k",bt—v 4L" ""00‘ ang 'tm&-/ L'.A’
_‘\lafl, feam. LK ._J engék__ Fovble w.‘h‘ S;‘mp_;'y

ae K

_Af_u.LL Mtv;tmif%__"‘y_h)g)_'_ﬁ}v(“! hh") ﬁﬂﬁ( '-'L_lhé');, )

Yo explain (X 2 L3 tiey! -
_7‘:' _;oL ey thas ._mugla_ hotbo Yoo, He foet
, 'H‘w‘ oAl M'ﬂ» were Lounking 8o bhin to _QM.PCJ(

."n‘s Fugie pm’:a‘ﬁ.f *“s"n} an-’Fthf,nggw@ do o

Sidoa oo - Laﬁm/w_ﬁg':&k ﬂ‘} bost vov 4 aa‘w e
S Ornng 4c¢ghc,___ _k_t»(_,_qﬂ‘ g4 Ld’ﬂ — LL-'\ ].}* Lalb *ii-v_. {0:

l.U'f\( L- 7’l\l‘§7 _q&_t | A Ptt."‘l; 0( .‘!-'.'.‘:L “{fb C..\rfklﬂ&"*ﬂ*'

9




NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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* Writing includes supporting details with sufficient elaboration.
e Writing shows consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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* Writing has appropriate word choice and some control of sentence structure.
* Writing shows consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3

PLanNING/REviEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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* Writing has some organization.
e Writing has some supporting details.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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* Writing lacks evident purpose or focus.
* Writing has lapses in organization or coherence, which may interfere with understanding.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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* Writing has minimal or random details.
* Writing shows minimal control of grammar, usage, and/or mechanics, which may interfere with understanding.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 0

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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* Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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Working

Writing in Response to Informational Text

The passage used in this prompt is taken from Measure Twice, Cut Once—Lessons
From a Master Carpenter (pp. 9—11) by Norm Abram (1996, Little, Brown and Company,
New York, ISBN 0-316-00494-4). Due to copyright restrictions, we are unable to reprint
the passage in this document.

In the passage, Abrams describes how he learned carpentry skills by working with his
father as a teenager. Abrams’s introduction to carpentry was gradual, depending largely
upon observation and experimentation. He was hired to work on the crew that his father
supervised, but he was not given special treatment. Abrams progressed from being a
carpenter’s helper to handling solo projects. He thinks the way he learned carpentry
helped him develop an attitude of pride and discipline in his work.

Planning/Review Box Questions

@ \What is the focus/controlling idea of your response?

@ What are the supporting details/references to the text in your response?

€ How does your response connect the text to the broader world?

@ \What do you think of the way Norm Abram learned his skills? How does it compare with the way
you learn? Use details from the passage to support your response.
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10.1.1

10.1.3

10.1.4

10.1 Structures of Language
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using varied
sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by recognizing
organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by applying a format
and text structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context

10.2.1

10.2.3

10.2 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text
Showing Understanding of Ideas in Text

In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/concepts by
selecting and summarizing key ideas to set context, appropriate to audience

In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/concepts by
connecting what has been read (plot/ideas/concepts) to prior knowledge, other texts, or the broader world of
ideas, by referring to and explaining relevant ideas or themes

10.3.1

10.3.2

10.3.3

10.3.4

10.3 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text
Making Analytical Judgments about Text

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about

text by establishing an interpretive claim/assertion in the form of a thesis (purpose), when responding to a
given prompt
In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about text

by making inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events, characters, setting, theme, or author’s
craft

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about
text by using specific details and references to text or relevant citations to support thesis, interpretations, or
conclusions

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about text
by organizing ideas, using transitional words/phrases and drawing a conclusion by synthesizing information
(e.g., demonstrate a connection to the broader world of ideas)

10.9.1

10.9.4

10.9.5

10.9 Writing Conventions
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by applying
rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by applying
appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by applying
conventional and word-derivative spelling patterns/rules
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Scoring Guide*:

Score

Description

* Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly
stated purpose focuses the writing

* Intentionally organized for effect

* Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports
purpose

e Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

* Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

* Well-organized and coherent throughout

¢ Details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently/purposefully
elaborated

* Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance
meaning

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

* Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
e Generally organized and coherent

e Details are generally relevant and appropriately developed

* Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* May have some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

e Writing has a general purpose

* Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

e Some relevant details support purpose

* Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence
structures

* May have some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

* Attempted or vague purpose

* Attempted organization; lapses in coherence

* Generalized, listed, or undeveloped details

* May lack sentence control or may use language poorly

e May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with
meaning

Minimal evidence of purpose

Little or no organization

Minimal or random information

Rudimentary or deficient use of language

May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with
meaning

0

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response

*At this grade level,

answers to the Planning/Review Box questions are not included as part of the student’s score.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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b thaw, Sutcess s pat dependent sn o typ-nokch educahon | axthog
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* Writing has a clear purpose and focus with control of ideas throughout.
* Writing is organized and coherent.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5

PLANNING/REVIEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5

MQU}\ J.!i&___ I"_\Q:'- ene Gdipata <« e bho

L\l BENETH x.wrh{j, Czomgrm& o pna. He gﬂ:.t.\.. P edoyné

Ms_r wLAH- L5S ﬂm}, op'/g Qq,.‘g__r_t S %_st‘,
T\m.\s, (oeem drivere ond 4l Chrigh mas Fret S,
[7& ( lwgs _b_@_}ﬁﬂw_&&'j_ tools end hig foilut

ot helpd N e Welope soch cHrony dduton
FrL ey (_(,g{_n}::j o b ',%'ca, When be cntend He cork fon
he  tas modl bettr 066 Hon T Loy, Cipen brogk T
e e .. o . Fhen Aiem.
The Jjob T okt Lasad Nc«r-‘; as C(G-MJ-:;.
as hiy was ctbe, e mostly b/ pranial deoag, atd
He b bk (cqureng g Jools ‘;‘.J'u{hPUM.L

Cw'_;lr (Magire vpd b {:c' A (_a‘f“f‘" & w(-u't Mk w}
(LI {/v" Nt-L o k",bt—v 4L" ""00‘ ang 'tm&-/ L'.A’
_‘\lafl, feam. LK ._J engék__ Fovble w.‘h‘ S;‘mp_;'y

ae K

_Af_u.LL Mtv;tmif%__"‘y_h)g)_'_ﬁ}v(“! hh") ﬁﬂﬁ( '-'L_lhé');, )

Yo explain (X 2 L3 tiey! -
_7‘:' _;oL ey thas ._mugla_ hotbo Yoo, He foet
, 'H‘w‘ oAl M'ﬂ» were Lounking 8o bhin to _QM.PCJ(

."n‘s Fugie pm’:a‘ﬁ.f *“s"n} an-’Fthf,nggw@ do o

Sidoa oo - Laﬁm/w_ﬁg':&k ﬂ‘} bost vov 4 aa‘w e
S Ornng 4c¢ghc,___ _k_t»(_,_qﬂ‘ g4 Ld’ﬂ — LL-'\ ].}* Lalb *ii-v_. {0:

l.U'f\( L- 7’l\l‘§7 _q&_t | A Ptt."‘l; 0( .‘!-'.'.‘:L “{fb C..\rfklﬂ&"*ﬂ*'

9




NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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* Writing includes supporting details with sufficient elaboration.
e Writing shows consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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* Writing has appropriate word choice and some control of sentence structure.
* Writing shows consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3

PLanNING/REviEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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* Writing has some organization.
e Writing has some supporting details.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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* Writing lacks evident purpose or focus.
* Writing has lapses in organization or coherence, which may interfere with understanding.
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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* Writing has minimal or random details.
* Writing shows minimal control of grammar, usage, and/or mechanics, which may interfere with understanding.
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 0

PLaNNING/REVIEW Box
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* Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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